REYNOLDS  HISTORICAL 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


oo- 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


833  01 


236  1843 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2018 


https://archive.org/details/appendixtogenealOOcoll 


.  /.£ 

APPENDIX  ■ 

-  <✓* 


T  O 


S' 


DES CENDANTS 
O  F 


JOHN  COLLETT 


i»3»»33SM»SSS333»S33S»3£««K««83SS333»3 


. 


- 


'  ’ 


'  • 


1568156 


KING’S  INNS  OF  COURT  AND  CHANCERY 

•.“•Collett’s  Inn  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  is  described  as  the 
“first  of  the  King's  Inn  or  Inns  of  Court,  established  in 
Dublin,  in  the  year  1221-22  "as  a  hostelry  for  lawyers 
and  law  students.  William  Colet,  and  his  brother  Edward, 
sons  of  Walter  Colet,  of  England,  who  established  the 
Dublin  King’s  Inn  met  with  many  obstacles  to  overcome 
in  Ireland.  They  were  extensive  property  holders.  In 
1229,  William  Colet  was  Mayor  of  Dublin.  In  1232,  Wil¬ 
liam  Colet,  of  Collett’s  Inn,  was  committed  to  prison  for 
“assaulting”  students.  In  1305,  disrepute  of  lawful  con¬ 
duct  overtook  Edward  Colet,  of  Collett’s  Inn,  of  Dublin,  in 
that  he  was  centured  to  prison  for  selling  a  measure  of 
wine  at  four  pence  instead  of  three  pence  as  ordered  by 
proclamation  of  the  justiciary  and  council.  For  no  known 
reason,  prosecution  resolved  itself  into  persecution  of  the 
Collett’s  in  Dublin,  becoming  so  great  they  wound  up  their 
business  as  educators  of  law,  about  this  time,  and  returned 
to  England,  leaving  Colet’s  Inn  to  lawyers  and  law  stu¬ 
dents.  In  1362,  the  Collett  Inn  of  Dublin,  was  granted  to 
the  custody  of  the  Prior  and  friars  of  the  Augustinian 
Order  of  Dublin. 

(Gilbert’s  Documents  of  Anglo-Normans  in  Ireland.) 
(M.  de  W.  Hemmeon’s  Burgage  Tenure  in  Ireland.) 
(Calender  Justiciary  Rolls  of  Ireland.) 
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To  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Terre  Haute — to 
such  as  have  grown  with  the  city’s  growth  and 
worn  its  welfare  near  the  heart— few  names  in 
theMist  of  honored  dead  bear  so  gracious  a 
significance  as  that  Josephus  Collett.  Ante¬ 
cedents  of  Collett  are  found  through  several 
centuries  and  in  various  lands,  but  always  in 
those  forward  ranks  by  whose  energies  the 
world’s  progress  is  achieved  and  history  made. 
The  old  English  stock  from  which  Mr.  Collett 
was  descended  on  the  paternal  side  is  traceable 
back  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  during  which 
Sir  Henrv  Collett  was  twice  Lord  Mavor  of 
London;  and  in  this  and  succeeding  reign,  his 
son,  Rev.  John  Collett,  figured  as  dean  of  St. 
Paul’s  Cathedral  and  founded  St.  Paul’s  School 
for  boys.  Sir  John  Collett,  merchant  of  Lon¬ 
don,  member  of  The  Virginia  Company,  1619- 
1624,  and  wife,  Susanna  Ferrar  Collett,  had 
three  sons  who  came  to  the  Virginia  Colony 
in  America  in  1650,  John  and  Richard,  Balti¬ 
more,  Maryland,  and  James  of  Virginia. 

Josephus  Collett  was  a  descendant  of  John 
and  Ann  Goldsmith  Collett,  of  Baltimore,  Mary¬ 
land.  John  Collett,  born  1760,  the  grandfather 
of  this  subject  moved  from  Baltimore  to  Penn¬ 
sylvania  in  1786,  and  in  1797  moved  over  the 
Alleghany  mountains  to  Northwest  Territory, 
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where  in  the  infant  settlement  of  Chillieothe  and 
Columbus  he  did  sturdy  work  as  a  pioneer.  He 
became  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in  Scioto 
county  and  was  intrusted  with  many  high 
offices.  His  son,  Stephen  S.  Collett,  the  father  of 
Josephus,  was  born  at  Huntingdon,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  began  life  as  a  civil  engineer,  later 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  finally 
turned  his  attention  to  farming.  As  a  progres¬ 
sive  citizen  of  Indiana,  he  gained  political 
prominence,  serving  during  several  terms  as  a 
Representative,  and  afterwards  being  elected 
State  Senator  from  Vermillion  countv.  His 
death  occurred  at  Indianapolis  in  Brownings 
Hotel,  during  his  term  of  office  as  Senator,  to 
the  deep  regret  of  the  entire  State. 

The  name  of  Collett  has  been  conspicuous  in 
the  annals  of  this  section  of  Indiana  since  ter¬ 
ritorial  days,  that  of  Josephus  Sr.,  being  honor¬ 
ably  recorded  in  the  earliest  of  its  official  State 
documents.  The  family  of  Groenendyke,  also, 

of  which  thriftv  Holland-Dutch  and  French 

•> 

Huguenot  stock,  the  mother  of  Josephus  Collett, 
was  born  in  New  Jersey,  has  been  a  prominent 
one  in  the  history  of  Vigo  county,  where  Sarah 
Groenendyke  was  married  to  Stephen  S.  Collett, 
November  8,  1821.  This  young  couple  made 
their  home  in  Terre  Haute  for  five  years  then 
removed  to  Vermillion  county.  Josephus  Col¬ 
lett  was  born  in  Eugene,  Vermillion  county, 
Indiana,  August  17,  1831.  He  was  the  fifth 
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child  of  a  family  of  eight,  three  boys  and  five 
girls.  His  early  years  were  passed  quietly  in 
his  father’s -home.  He  attended  the  primitive 
schools  of  Vermillion  county  until  beyond  their 
power  of  helpfulness,  and  did  preparatory  work 
for  a  collegiate  course.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  entered  Wabash  College,  remaining  a  stu¬ 
dent  there  until  his  senior  year,  when  the  un¬ 
certain  condition  of  his  health,  combined  with 
a  severe  nervous  affection  of  the  eyes,  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  give  up  the  prospect  of  completing 
his  classical  studies  and  the  satisfaction  and 
prestige  afforded  by  a  college  graduation.  The 
degree  of  master  of  arts,  however,  was  subse¬ 
quently  conferred  upon  him.  After  recovering 
his  health  he  became  interested  in  agricultural 
matters  and  for  several  years  occupied  himself 
with  farming,  meeting  with  exceptional  success 
in  this  line  and  the  kindred  one  of  stock-dealing. 
Later  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Newport,  Indiana,  with  his  brother  Stephen  S. 
Collett,  (Jr.)  uniting  with  the  ordinary  func¬ 
tions  of  merchant  those  of  pork-packing  and 
grain  operators.  His  next  venture,  in  what 
proved  to  be  the  line  of  his  greatest  business 
achievement,  was  railroad  construction. 

At  this  time  the  mode  of  transportation  in 
Vermillion  county  was  crude  and  insufficient, 
and  Mr.  Collett  set  about  its  betterment  with 
characteristic  zeal.  His  difficulty  in  securing 
railroad  facilities,  however,  led  him  to  such 
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advise  as  that  of  Chauncev  Rose,  an  energetic 

and  esteemed  pioneer  of  Vigo  county,  and  an 

old  friend  of  the  Collett  family.  Mr.  Rose 

%> 

heartily  approved  the  project  and  rendered  sub¬ 
stantial  assistance  in  carrying  it  into  effect. 
Thus  was  built  the  Evansville,  Terre  Haute, 
and  Chicago  railroad,  running  the  entire  length 

of  Vermillion  countv.  Mr.  Collett  was  made 

% 

president  and  general  manager,  serving  as  such 
for  several  years,  and  his  brother  Stephen  S. 
Collett  served  several  vears  as  treasurer  of  the 
railroad,  under  their  operation  of  the  property 
the  railroad  was  a  success.  The  road  was  then 
leased  to  the  Chicago,  and  Eastern  Illinois  Rail¬ 
road  Company,  to  which  concern  absolute  con¬ 
trol  later  was  transferred.  Other  lines  which 
Mr.  Collett  built  are  as  follows;  The  Nevada 
Central,  ninety-three  miles,  between  Austin 
and  Battle  Mountain,  of  which  he  was  owner 
and  president  until  its  sale.  The  Utah  and 
Nevada,  running  from  Salt  Lake  City  for  thirty- 
seven  miles  along  the  southern  shore  Great  Salt 
Lake,  he  being  president  of  this  line  until  his 
death ;  the  Rochester  and  Olean,  in  the  northern 
part  of  Ohio,  Charles  Foster,  afterwards  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury,  being  associated 
with  him  in  the  enterprise  ;  the  Genesee  Valley 
of  New  York;  the  Austin  and  Northwestern  of 
Texas,  of  which  he  was  president  and  owner 
previous  to  his  sale  of  the  property;  the  Otter 
Creek  Valley  railroad,  running  through  Vigo 
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and  Clay  counties,  Indiana,  and  the  Indiana 
Coal  R.  R.  Another  road  of  which  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  was  the  Chicago,  and  Ohio  River,  connect¬ 
ing  Olney  and  Sidell,  Illinois. 

Mr.  Collett  was  a  man  in  whom  were  strik¬ 
ingly  united  great  executive  ability  and  versa- 
tile' capacity ;  and  although  his  most  extensive 
operations  were  in  construction  and  manage¬ 
ment  of  railroads,  he  was  the  instigator  of  many 
and  varied  enterprises  in  other  lines;  and  the 
State  or  Territory  was  exceptional  in  which  lie 
did  not  at  one  time  or  another  have  capital  in¬ 
vested.  His  largest  property  was  a  fourth  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Standard  Wheel  Company,  the 
capitalization  of  which  was  $2,000,000.  Next  in 
magnitude  were  his  real-estate  holdings  in  Xew 
York  City,  the  Adirondacks,  Chicago,  Minne¬ 
sota,  Florida,  Indianapolis,  Texas,  Teri'e  Haute, 
and  Coronado  Beach  at  San  Diego,  the  latter 
property  having  been  sold  a  short  time  prior  to 
his  death.  Although  pursuing  large  interests 
in  other  portions  of  the  country,  his  own  State 
was  by  no  means  slighted,  he  having  large 
manufacturing  and  mining  interests  in  Indiana, 
while  the  citv  of  Terre  Haute  found  in  him  a 
constant  and  vigorous  supporter  of  nearly  all 
its  public  enterprises.  From  his  bounty  he  was 
a  frequent  and  liberal  contributor,  the  gift  of 
Collett  Park  to  Terre  Haute  alone  being  an 

inestimable  boon  to  the  residents  of  that  citv. 

* 

And  the  fact  that  the  value  of  the  environments 
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of  the  property  owned  by  Mr.  Collett  was 
greatly  enhanced  by  the  presence  of  that  charm¬ 
ing  twenty-acre  tract  of  land  and  grove  in  its 
midst  in  no  way  lessons  the  boon,  bnt  simply 
shows  a  rare  combination  of  philanthropic  mo¬ 
tive  and  shrewd  business  foresight.  Mr.  Col- 
:".ylett,  was  vice-president,  then  president  of  the 
Rose  Polytechnic  Institute,  with  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  which  he  was,  and  had  been,  identified 
from  its  inception  and  in  which  he  always  felt 
great  pride.  Other  institutions  of  Terre  Haute 
with  which  he  was  responsibly  connected  were : 
Rose  Orphan  Home,  Rose  Dispensary,  Terre 
Haute  House  Company,  The  Terre  Haute  and 
Indianapolis  Railroad,  First  National  Bank, 
Vigo  County  Bank,  and  Indiana  Book  Concern. 
Although  a  man  of  immense  business  capacity 
and  achievement,  he  found  considerable  time  to 
devote  to  literature  and  scientific  matters,  his 
one  acquirement  being  of  no  mean  order,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  geology  and  archaeology,  his  col¬ 
lection  in  the  latter  branch,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  in  the  United  States,  comprising  4,000 
choice  specimens. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Cliauncev  Rose,  there 
devolved  upon  Mr.  Collett,  the  investment  of 
something  like  $525,000,  endowment  of  the  Poly¬ 
technic  Institute,  and  he  proved  himself  both 
wise  and  faithful  in  the  administration  of  the 
trust  confided  in  him.  Doubtless  one  of  the  fun¬ 
damental  secrets  of  his  vast  success  as  a  fi- 


{10} 


' 


nancier  lay  in  the  fact  that  his  vigorous  integ¬ 
rity  inspired  universal  confidence,  enabling  him 
to  command  enormous  sums  of  money  at  any 
time,  in  the  East  or  wherever  he  chose  to  raise 
it.  The  wide  distribution  of  his  business  neces¬ 
sitated  much  travel,  and  the  later  years  of  his 
life  may  be  said  to  have  been  spent  on  the  wing. 
His  last  trip  was  to  the  East.  While  transact¬ 
ing  affairs  in  Xew  York  City  he  fell  ill,  but  was 
afterwards  brought  back  to  Terre  Haute,  where 
he  spent  the  last  months  of  his  life  and  died 
February  13,  1893.  A  line  of  esteem  in  which 
he  was  held  was  given  in  the  splendid  assembly 
at  the  obsequies,  which  included  complete  offi¬ 
cial  boards  of  the  various  institutions  with 
which  he  had  been  prominently  connected,  also 
the  students  of  Eose  Polytechnic  Institute,  who 

attended  in  a  body.  The  beneficiaries  of  his 

* 

immense  estate  were  many,  both  relations  and 
of  the  public  enterprises  which  he  had  fostered 
during*  his  lifetime.  Although  an  unmarried 
man,  Mr.  Collett  carried  a  heavy  life-insurance. 
The  surviving*  members  of  the  immediate  fam¬ 
ily  are  two  brothers  and  three  sisters,  as  fol¬ 
lows;  John  Collett,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and 
Stephen  S.  Collett,  of  Xewport,  Indiana;  Mrs. 
Crawford  Fairbanks,  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Tur¬ 
ner,  of  Terre  Haute,  and  Mrs.  Ellen  Jones,  of 
Xewport,  Indiana.  The  loss  of  the  deceased 
was  deeply  felt  in  Terre  Haute  and  elsewhere; 
but  there  are  no  means  of  determining  the  de- 

Jin 


gree  of  loss  involved  in  the  death  of  such  a  man 
as  Josephus  Collett.  So  vast  a  human  force, 
crowned  by  a  lofty  integrity  and  a  spirit  of  good 
will  to  men,  defies  all  rules  of  measurement, 
even  as  do  the  sands  of  the  sea. 

George  Irwin  Reed,  A.  M. 
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The  late  John  Collett,  A.  B.,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D.,  of 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  was  of  English  extrac¬ 
tion,  and  the  history  of  the  family  on  both  sides 
o£-the  Atlantic  is  touched  upon  in  the  sketch 
of  his  brothers  Josephus  and  Stephen  S.  Jr., 
which  appears  in  another  part  of  this  book.  His 
parents  were  Stephen  S.  and  Sarah  (Groenen- 
dyke)  Collett,  his  father  haying  been  a  pioneer 
surveyor  who,  with  others,  was  employed  by  the 
Government  upon  the  original  survey  of  In¬ 
diana  and  Ohio.  He  was  a  man  of  political 
prominence,  and  was  serving  in  the  State  Sen¬ 
ate  of  Indiana  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1843. 

John  Collett,  the  eldest  son  of  a  family  of 
eight  children,  was  born  January  6,  1828,  at 
Eugene,  county  of  Vermillion,  Indiana.  He  was 
reared  upon  his  father’s  farm,  attending  the 
schools  of  the  vicinity  until  he  had  outgrown 
them.  In  1838,  he  entered  the  preparatory  de¬ 
partment,  Wabash  College,  continuing  his 
studies  in  the  regular  course  until  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1847,  at  the  age  of  nineteen.  In  the 
meantime,  the  death  of  his  father  had  left  him 
with  the  double  responsibility  of  an  estate  to 
manage  and  a  large  family  which  relied  upon 
him  as  its  male  head.  Hard  as  it  seems  that  a 
boy  of  fifteen  should  feel  upon  his  shoulders  the 
cares  that  belong  to  mature  life,  it  is  undoubt- 
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eclly  true  that  in  many  instances  such  an  experi¬ 
ence  has  given  an  impetus  towards  industry 
and  economy  which,  continuing  in  force  through 
later  years,  has  made  life  a  greater  success  than 
it  would  otherwise  have  been. 

Upon  leaving  college,  young  Collett  devoted 
..himself  to  the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  the  land 
responding  to  his  competent  and  faithful  atten¬ 
tion  by  yielding  him  very  gratifying  returns. 
But  not  all  his  time  and  strength  were  thus  ex¬ 
panded.  While  his  hands  grew  rough  with 
rural  work,  his  mind  was  becoming  more  and 
more  refined.  He  was  an  habitual  burner  of  the 
“midnight  oil,”  often,  like  Napoleon,  limiting 
his  nights  repose  to  four  hours.  Upon  his 
graduation,  he  received  the  degree  of  A.  B.  and 
twice  afterwards  his  Alma  Mater  conferred 
honorary  degrees  upon  him — that  of  A.  M.  in 
1852,  and  in  1879,  in  recognition  of  his  scientific 
attainments,  that  of  Ph.  D.  Although  never  a 
medical  practitioner,  he  was  in  1882,  granted 
the  degree  of  M.  D.  by  the  Central  Medical  Col¬ 
lege.  Besides  his  studies  and  his  management 
of  the  home  estate,  he  often  performed  official 
services  as  trustee,  administrator  or  guardian, 
and  his  conduct  in  such  capacities  was  at  all 
times  unimpeachable. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Collett  was  first  a  Whig,  then 
a  Republican.  His  party  elected  him  to  the 
State  Senate  from  the  counties  of  Parke  and 
Vermillion  for  the  special  session  of  1871  and 
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1873.  It  was  partially  through  his  influence 
while  in  the  Senate  that  free  gravel  roads 
throughout  the  State  were  instituted;  and  the 
communities  are  indebted  to  him  for  the  law 
which  makes  private  owners  of  live  stock  re¬ 
sponsible  for  damage  done  by  it  when  allowed 
to-run  at  large.  In  conjunction  with  James  D. 
Williams,  Senator  from  Knox  county,  he  helped 
to  bring  about  the  passage  of  a  law  requiring 
banks  to  distribute  all  surplus  school  fund 
among  the  counties  of  the  State  for  investment 
as  loans,  the  interest  to  be  applied  to  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  public  schools.  Of  the  righteousness 
of  this  law  there  can  be  no  question  in  the  mind 
of  one  who  studies  economic  conditions  from  a 
broad  and  generous  standpoint,  and  Mr.  Collett 
may  be  counted  as  one  of  the  pioneers  in  a  move¬ 
ment,  still  in  the  feebleness  of  infancy,  which, 
if  it  survives  to  attain  mature  proportions,  will 
strike  a  death  blow  to  the  concentration  of  capi¬ 
tal  for  the  gratification  of  selfish  ambition. 
Another  cause  into  which  Mr.  Collett  threw  the 
weight  of  his  influence  was  that  of  compulsory 
education,  inspired  by  his  recognition  of  the  fact 
that  weeds %of  vice  and  misfortune  grow  most 
rankly  in  the  soil  of  ignorance.  He  was  also 
the  projector  of  a  State  Home  for  the  feeble¬ 
minded,  which  now  exists  as  one  of  Indiana’s 
successful  benevolent  institutions.  Indeed,  all 
these  laws  for  which  he  toiled  in  the  seventies 
stand  today  upon  the  statute  books  of  the  State, 
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best  of  witnesses  to  his  level  and  far-seeing 
judgment. 

From  his  excellent  work  as  a  legislator,  we 
now  turn  to  consider  the  far  greater  work  ac¬ 
complished  by  him  as  a  practical  scientist,  hie 
possessed  an  inborn  tendency  to  scientific  re¬ 
search,  and  began  his  labors  in  geology  and 
archaeology  by  collecting  and  classifying  the 
specimens  in  which  the  soil  of  his  father’s  farm 
abounded.  His  genius  was  of  a  order  that  could 
not  long  remain  hidden  from  the  world  of  sci¬ 
ence,  and  he  was  drawn  into  correspondence 
with  Worthen,  Marsh,  Lesquerent,  Winch  ell, 
Cope,  Newberry,  and  others  of  like  prominence 
in  America,  as  well  as  many  of  the  eminent 
scientists  of  Europe.  This  constant  gleaning 
of  facts  and  ideas  concerning  the  respective 
specialties  of  many  learned  men  swelled  the 
treasury  of  the  young  student’s  erudition,  and 
his  growth  was  rapid.  The  source  of  his  in¬ 
spiration  was  two-fold;  He  loved  science  for 
its  own  sake,  and  he  loved  it  for  the  sake  of  its 
relation  to  economic  advancement.  Beginning 
with  1870,  he  was  engaged  for  about  ten  years 
as  deputy  to  Professor  Cox,  State  Geologist  for 
Indiana,  and  the  results  of  his  investigations 
were  given  to  the  public  in  a  series  of  able  re¬ 
ports  which,  compiled,  would  have  made  a  thou¬ 
sand-page  volume.  These  reports  were  illus¬ 
trated  by  one  hundred  forty-three  plates  of  fos¬ 
sils,  in  which  the  separate  figures  numbered 
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seventeen  hundred  and  thirteen.  Of  these  fig¬ 
ures,  twelve  hundred  and  seventeen  have  been 
copied  by  Professor  J.  P.  Leslie  in  his  Dic¬ 
tionary  of  Fossils  of  Pennsvlvania,  Mr.  Collett 
being  courteously  accredited  as  author.  Xo 
other  reports  ever  issued  from  Indiana’s  office 
hare  been  considered  comparable  in  value  to 
those  of  Mr.  Collett. 

In  1881,  he  succeeded  Mr.  Cox  to  the  post  of 
State  Geologist,  and  during  his  incumbency 
he  sold  in  new  markets  an  annual  average  of 
from  $125,000.00  to  $250,000.00  worth  of  the 
products  of  his  own  State.  He  also  made  sys¬ 
tematic  reports  on  the  State’s  resources,  which 
he  published  in  six  octavo  volumes,  of  an  aver¬ 
age  size  of  four  hundred  pages.  In  the  year 
1878-79  he  acted  as  a  member  of  the  commission 
to  build  the  new  Statehouse,  a  position  for 
which  he  was  particularly  qualified  by  his 
broad  experience  of  men,  gained  by  public  life, 
and  a  geologist’s  familiarity  with  building  ma¬ 
terials.  Largely  owing  to  his  influence,  the 
board  conducted  a  series  of  tests  of  many 
samples  of  stone  submitted,  which  resulted  in 
the  establishment  of  Indiana’s  right  to  her 
claim  in  her  oolitic  stone,  one  unsurpassed  in 
the  qualities  that  go  to  constitute  a  perfect 
building  material.  Mr.  Collett  resigned  this 
position  upon  his  appointment  by  Governor 
Williams  as  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics 
and  Geology,  a  department  then  but  recently 
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created,  meagerlv  furnished  with  funds  and 
practically  left  for  him  to  inaugurate.  The 
task  to  which  he  was  set  was  a  most  trying  one, 
but  he  rose  to  the  emergency,  collected  and  sys¬ 
tematized  a  vast  and  varied  amount  of  valuable 
information ;  and  so  excellent  were  his  methods 
that  succeeding  chiefs  have  been  glad  to  follow 
along  the  lines  established  by  him. 

In  addition  to  his  official  reports,  Mr.  Collett 
has  made  valuable  contributions  to  scientific 
literature.  He  is  the  author  of  about  a  score 
of  important  papers  on  the  geology  of  Indiana, 
besides  about  a  hundred  valuable  articles  on 
ornithology,  botany,  agriculture  and  kindred 
subjects.  The  first  geological  map  of  the  State 
was  prepared  and  published  by  him,  and  lie  has 
issued  no  less  than  twenty-seven  maps  of  the 
various  counties.  To  glacial  geology  he  has 
made  contributions  which  are  models  of  accur¬ 
acy  and  clearness,  qualities  which  characterize 
all  his  writings.  He  took  his  material  direct  from 
nature,  and  gave  it  to  others  in  simple  form. 
No  other  man  has  done  for  Indiana  what  John 
Collett  has  done.  He  loved  his  native  State 
and,  searching  her  lineaments  with  clear  and 
earnest  gaze,  he  received  revelations  of  her 
deep  secrets.  Twenty-five  times  he  traversed 
her  coal  fields,  equipped  for  practical  experi¬ 
ment,  locating  and  determining  the  boundaries 
of  the  vast  beds  of  coal,  and  her  valuable  stone 
and  clay.  Resulting  from  his  research  and  toil, 
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an  industrial  and  social  revolution  took  place  in 
Indiana.  The  demand  for  capital  met  with  a 
swift  response,  coal  mines  and  quarries  were 
opened;  factories  and  shops  were  built  and  be¬ 
came  the  nuclei  of  populous,  bustling  towns;  a 
network  of  railroads  was  spun,  as  by  magic ; 
vliiie  manufacturers  and  artisans,  merchants 
and  farmers,  became  bound  together  by  the 
ties  of  reciprocal  need  and  benefit.  The  achieve¬ 
ments  of  Mr.  Collett  would  do  credit  to  a  score 
of  men.  There  is  a  deep  pith  of  truth  in  the 
saying  that,  if  you  want  something  done  quickly 
and  well,  you  must  appeal  to  the  business  man. 
The  genius  of  work  possessed  by  a  few  choice 
spirits  is  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Collett  became  a  member  of  the 
American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  and  during  his  life  he  was  made  honor¬ 
ary  member  of  a  large  number  of  progressive 
societies.  His  fame  grew  apace,  and  he  was 
more  and  more  sought  and  held  in  learned  con¬ 
ference  by  scientists  of  note  from  all  parts  of 
the  country.  Possessing,  as  he  did  doubtlessly, 
the  greatest  fund  of  substantial  knowledge  and 

traditional  lore  ever  accumulated  bv  anv  resi- 
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dent  of  Indiana,  united  with  the  happy  gift  of 
clear  and  fluent  speech,  he  was  a  man  most 
entertaining,  and  was  often  the  center  of  a  circle 
of  interested  listeners  whom  he  delighted  to  in¬ 
struct,  or  amuse  with  absorbing  tales  of  the 
Wabash  valley.  Like  all  famous  men,  he  was 
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sometimes  imposed  upon  by  persons  actuated 
by  no  deeper  purpose  than  idle  curiosity.  But 
such  were  quickly  recognized  and  summarily 
dealt  with.  If  manners  are  a  contrivance  of 
wise  men  to  keep  fools  at  a  distance,  it  is  a  truth 
that  will  apply  as  well  to  curt  as  courteous  man- 
ners;  indeed  the  former  mav  be  credited  with 
the  double  advantage  of  being  more  honest  and 
more  effective.  Mr.  Collett’s  personality,  al¬ 
ways  an  impressive  one,  was  most  striking  in 
his  later  years,  when  his  long  hair  and  full 
beard  had  bleached  to  the  whiteness  of  snow. 
A  pretty  incident  is  told  of  his  having  been 
made  a  victim  of  a  novel  but  entirelv  successful 
confidence  game  in  which  the  attacking  parties 
were  but  pigmies  beside  his  imposing  figure. 
Having  ventured  with  patriarchal  beard  into 
a  strange  city  during  Christmas  period  of  li¬ 
cense  in  the  juvenile  world,  he  was  vociferously 
proclaimed  Santa  Claus  by  a  band  of  tiny  vic¬ 
tors.  Whether  or  not  he  doubted  the  genuine¬ 
ness  of  their  delusion,  he  had  not  the  heart  to 
risk  a  genuine  disappointment,  and  allowed  him¬ 
self  to  be  hustled  into  a  neighborhood  shop,  and 
proceeded  to  fulfill  their  most  sanguine  expecta¬ 
tions.  Xor  was  the  gratification  all  theirs. 
Apart  from  his  amusement,  perhaps  this  vener¬ 
able  bachelor  had  never  before  in  his  whole  life 
felt  so  strong  and  tender  a  sense  of  paternity 
as  while  filling  the  eager  hands  of  these  clamor¬ 
ing  little  ruffians. 
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Mr.  Collett’s  vast  and  varied  labors  were  re¬ 
warded  by  a  considerable  degree  of  financial 
success,  though  his  aims  were  too  high  to  con¬ 
sist  with  mere  personal  ambitions;  and  to  the 
day  of  his  death,  in  March  (15)  1899,  heart  and 
hand  were  always  generously  open  to  worthy 
seekers  for  sympathy  and  help.  John  Collett 
was  a  man  of  strong  intellect,  cultivated  to  a 
high  degree  in  the  perceptive  and  reasoning 
faculties.  He  desired  to  know  the  truths  of 
science  and  accepted  no  man’s  theories  without 
investigation  and  proof.  He  was  therefore  a 
student  by  habit  and  inclination.  His  investi- 
gations  and  researches  were  enormous,  but  his 
sedulous  application  always  found  reward  in 
the  discoverv  of  a  scientific  fact  unkown  before, 
or  a  clearer  understanding  of  that  which  had 
been  observed.  No  one  could  engage  him  in 
conversation  or  remain  long  in  his  presence  and 
fail  to  be  impressed  with  his  profound  learning 
and  his  enthusiasm  in  the  pursuit  of  further 
acquirements.  His  method  of  expression  was 
sometimes  sharp  and  incisive,  but  always  clear 
and  unmistakable.  He  was  strong  in  the  as¬ 
sertion  of  his  views,  because  they  were  based 
upon  knowledge ;  they  were  accurate.  His  deep¬ 
est  convictions  had  their  substantial  foundation 
in  truth  and  his  moral  courage  was  at  all  times 
equal  to  their  forceful  expression.  He  esteemed 
personal  friendship  and  was  always  companion¬ 
able  with  congenial  associates.  His  genius  was 
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of  the  practical  sort  which  works  rather  than 
dreams,  and  hence  during  a  busy  life,  full  of 
energy  and  hope  and  perseverence,  he  was  able 
to  accomplish  much  for  himself,  for  his  State, 
and  for  the  broad  realm  of  science.  (With  his 
brother  Josephus  Collett  established,  and  fully 
endowed,  Collett’s  Home  For  Orphans,  located 
upon  Stephen  S.  Collett,  Sr.,  estate  in  Vermil¬ 
lion  county,  Indiana.) 

George  Irwin  Reed,  A.  M. 
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One  of  the  largest  attended  funerals  that  has 
taken  place  in  Newport  for  many  years,  was 
that  of  Stephen  S.  Collett,  on  Monday  afternoon 
from  his  late  residence.  Mr.  Collett  had  been 
an  invalid  for  two  years  and  had  to  be  wheeled 
about  in  an  invalid’s  chair.  His  life  had  been 
-.‘Slowly  ebbing  awav  until  death  ended  his  earth- 
lv  existence  at  8 :38  a.  m.  November  8, 1902.  Mr. 
Collett  was  born  in  Eugene,  Vermillion  county, 
Indiana,  December  13,  1829,  making  his  age  at 
the  time  of  his  death,'  seventy-two  years,  ten 
months  and  twentv-five  davs.  His  father,  Ste- 
phen  S.  Collett,  Sr.,  was  born  December  26, 1791, 
at  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania,  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Stevenson  Collett,  who  were  married 
in  1782  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  moved  to 
Pennsylvania  in  1786.  The  old  French-English 
stock  from  which  Mr.  Collett  was  descended  on 
the  paternal  side  is  traceable  back  to  Normandy, 
France.  The  Ferrars  and  the  Colletts,  both 
families  being  French  Huguenots,  went  into 
England  from  Normandy,  France,  with  William 
The  Conqueror,  in  1066.  Mr.  Collett  was  in 
direct  line  of  descent  from  Sir  John  and  Sus¬ 
anna  Ferrar  Collett,  who  was  a  merchant  in 
London,  and  later  as  a  resident  of  Little  Gid- 
ding,  England,  he  was  born  1572  and  died  1650, 
at  the  age  of  78  years.  Mr.  Collett’s  wife, 
Susanna,  was  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  Ferrar, 
Sr.,  merchant  and  foreign  trader  of  London, 
and  his  wife,  Mary  Woodnoth  Ferrar;  the 
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daughter,  Susanna,  was  born  in  London  1581 
and  died  1657,  at  the  age  of  76  years.  They  are 
both  buried  in  the  Church  Yard  at  Little  Gid- 
ding,  Huntingdonshire,  England.  In  1619,  Nich¬ 
olas  Ferrar,  merchant  and  foreign  trader,  Lon¬ 
don,  England;  Sir  John  Collett,  his  son-in-law, 
merchant  of  London ;  Sir  Thomas  Collett,  eldest 
son  of  John,  graduate  Middle  Temple,  College 
Law,  London;  Sir  Edwin  Sanclys;  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh;  Nicholas  Ferrar,  Jr.;  John  Ferrar; 
Edward  Collingwood;  Lord  Dorset;  Sir  John 
Lyell;  Henry  Mannering,  and  Capt.  John  Bar- 
grave  and  others  founded  The  Virginia  Com¬ 
pany  of  London,  receiving  a  large  land-grant 
from  the  Crown  of  England  in  America,  known 
as  The  Virginia  Colony.  The  Virginia  Com¬ 
pany,  in  the  same  year,  formed  a  “seminary  of 
learning”  or  Henrico  College  in  the  Virginia 
Colony  for  the  purpose  of  educating  the  infi¬ 
dels,  or  Indians  of  Virginia,  setting  over  a  land- 
grant  to  Henrico  College  from  The  Virginia 
Company.  Nicholas  Ferrar,  Sr.,  provided  ii\ 
his  will,  probated  April  4,  1620  in  London,  for 
three  hundred  English  pounds  to  go  to  Sir  Ed¬ 
win  Sandys  and  John  Ferrar,  his  son,  as  trus¬ 
tees,  monev  to  be  used  bv  them  for  the  benefit 
of  Henrico  College  students.  Upon  the  revoca¬ 
tion  of  The  Virginia  Company  Charter  in  1624, 
by  the  Crown  of  England,  the  land-grant  to 
Henrico  College  by  The  Virginia  Company,  in 
a  few  years  became  void.  William  and  Mary 
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College,  Williamsburg,  Virginia,  became  a 
successor.  Sir  John  and  Susanna  Ferrar  Col¬ 
lett  had  three  sons  who  came  to  the  American 
Colonies  in  1650,  James  Collett,  graduate  Mid¬ 
dle  Temple,  College  Law,  London,  remaining 
in  Virginia,  while  Richard,  graduate  Middle 
-.“Temple,  College  Law,  London,  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  and  John,  graduate  Clare  College, 
Cambridge,  England,  and  his  wife,  Ann  Gold¬ 
smith,  located  at  Baltimore,  Maryland.  Richard 
in  practice  of  law,  John  becoming  the  first  Clerk 
of  the  Court,  Baltimore  county,  Maryland 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  1669,  his 
will  being  probated  October  29,  1670.  His  hold¬ 
ings  of  real  estate  in  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
the  records  show  to  have  been  extensive.  Com¬ 
missioner’s  Court  Records,  Baltimore  county, 
Maryland,  reads:  “Since  it  has  pleased  God 
to  take  away  John  Collett,  Clerk  of  this  county, 
and  the  county  business  being  neglected  for 
want  of  a  Clerk,  by  advise  of  Jerome  White,  we 
-have  for  the  present,  chosen  one  Thomas  Sal¬ 
mon,  to  act  as  Clerk.  Done  this  November,  29th, 
1669,  Thomas  Atwell,  Godfrey  Bayley,  Jo.  Van- 
luke,  Commissioners.  To  Honorable  Gover¬ 
nor.” 

John  Collett,  descendent  of  John  and  Ann 
Goldsmith  Collett,  Clerk  Baltimore  county,  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Stevenson  1782,  at  Baltimore, 
and  moved  to  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania  in 
1786,  and  to  Ross  county,  Northwest  Territory 
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ill  1797,  locating  at  Cliillicotlie,  where  he  be¬ 
came  a  large  land  owner.  It  was  at  Cliillicotlie 
that  his  wife  died  and  was  buried  in  1803,  the 
rear  Ohio  was  admitted  as  a  State  into  the 
Union,  Upon  the  location  of  Columbus,  Ohio  in 

1812,  Mr.  Collett  was  one  of  sixteen  men  to  buy 
tliUTirst  lots  sold,  purchasing  lot  number  262, 
on  High  street,  upon  which  he  built  the  first 
brick  building  in  Columbus.  His  daughter 
Mary’s  (Polly)  marriage  to  Josephus  Dillow  in 

1813,  was  the  second  marriage  held  in  Columbus. 
September  8,  1818,  Mr.  Collett  sold  his  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  realty  holdings  to  Robert  Russell, 
and  moved  to  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  where  he 
and  his  sons,  Josephus  and  Stephen  S.,  had 
been  appointed  Government  Land  Surveyors. 
Stephen  S.  Collett,  his  son,  surveyed  five  town¬ 
ships,  12-13-14-15  and  16,  range  one  east  and 
one  west,  in  Indiana.  In  1822  to  1826,  he  was 
a  merchant  in  Terre  Haute,  first  partner  with 
William  C.  Linton,  then  partners  were  Chauncy 
Rose-William  C.  Linton-Stephen  S.  Collett,  firm 
known  as  Rose,  Linton  and  Collett. 

November  8,  1821,  Mr.  Collett  married  Sarah 
Groenendyke,  of  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Lucretia  de  Rapalje  Groenen¬ 
dyke.  She  died  March  2, 1852  and  was  buried  in 
Collett-Fairbanks  cemetery  lot,  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana.  Sarah  Groenendvke’s  ancestors  on 
the  paternal  side  were  thrifty  Holland-Dutch 
stock,  locating  in  America  at  New  Brunswick, 
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New  Jersev  in  1740.  Her  mother,  Lncretia  de 
Rapalje,  was  a  direct  line  descendant  of  Gas- 
pard  de  Rapalje,  Huguenot  of  Normandy 
France,  born  at  Chatillion  Sur  Loire  in  1505. 
He  fled  to  Amsterdam,  Holland,  upon  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  edict  against  Protestants  by  King 
Ftenry  II,  where  he  married  the  daughter  of 
Victor  Janssen,  a  landscape  painter,  a  sister  to 
Cornelius  Janssen,  a  portrait  painter,  called 
Janssen  van  Keulin,  born  at  Amsterdam,  in 
1593.  Cornelius  Janssen  went  to  England  in 
1618,  where  he  met  with  success  as  a  portrait 
painter,  painting  several  of  the  Nobility  of 
England,  also  Nicholas  and  Mary  Voodnoth 
Ferrar,  John  Ferrar,  Nicholas  Ferrar,  Jr.,  Sus¬ 
anna  Ferrar  Collett,  and  others.  The  portraits 
of  Nicholas  and  Mary  Woodnoth  Ferrar,  and 
Nicholas  Ferrar,  Jr.,  are  hung  in  the  Lodge  of 
Magdalene  College,  Cambridge  University, 
where  they  can  be  seen.  The  portrait  of  John 
Ferrar  and  his  sister,  Susanna  Ferrar  Collett, 
are  owned  and  are  in  the  possession  of  Lord  and 
Lady  Lyell,  of  London,  England.  That  Corne¬ 
lius  Janssen  should  paint  the  portraits  of  the 
Ferrars  and  Colletts,  1620  to  1637  in  England, 
and  have  a  sister-wife  Gaspard  de  Rapalje, 
whose  descendant,  Sarah  Groenendyke,  should 
meet  a  descendant  of  the  Ferrar-Collett  family 
in  Stephen  S.  Collett,  and  become  his  wife 
November  8,  1821,  two  hundred  years  later,  half 
way  around  the  world,  from  family  origin  con- 


tact,  is  quite  remarkable.  During  the  year  1827, 
Mr.  Collett’s  father  moved  to  Vermillion  county, 
Indiana,  locating  at  Eugene,  where  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  business  with  his 
brother,  Josephus,  here  they  prospered,  accu¬ 
mulating  large  property  holdings.  He  was 
rehosen  as  a  Whig  of  the  Henry  Clay  school  to 
represent  Vermillion  county  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  sessions  of  1833  and 
1835.  He  was  then  a  Senator  from  Parke,  War¬ 
ren,  and  Vermillion  counties  in  1835-36,  and 
from  Parke  and  Vermillion  in  1842-44.  He  died 
December  28,  1843,  at  Brownings  hotel,  Indi¬ 
anapolis,  while  serving  as  State  Senator,  and 
was  buried  in  Collett-Fairbanks  cemetery  lot, 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana. 

His  son,  Stephen  S.  Collett,  the  subject  of  this 
Biography,  was  the  fourth  child  of  a  family  of 
three  sons,  five  daughters.  He  attended  the 
schools  of  Eugene,  in  Vermillion  county,  In¬ 
diana,  and  later  entered  Wabash  College,  class 
of  1850.  Mr.  Collett  clerked  in  the  general 
store  of  Campbell,  Galey  and  Harter,  Craw¬ 
fords  ville,  Indiana,  1853  to  1856.  In  1857,  with 
his  uncle,  Sam  Groenendyke,  he  bought  the 
Wilson  Naylor  general  store  in  Eugene,  In¬ 
diana.  Sam  Groenendyke  died  in  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  in  1860,  while  on  a  business  trip, 
and  his  partnership  in  the  store  was  sold  to 
Josephus  Collett,  the  younger  brother  of 
Stephen.  In  1860  the  Collett  brothers  moved 
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their  store  to  Newport,  Vermillion  county, 
Indiana,  where  they  built  a  large  pork-pack¬ 
ing  plant  which  they  operated,  as  well  as  con¬ 
ducting  a  large  milling  and  grain  market  until 
*1867  when  Josephus  sold  his  interest  in  the 
multiple  business  to  his  cousin,  William  Collett. 
Stephen  and  William  operated  the  business  un¬ 
til  1869,  when  they  sold  out  to  John  Stakelv  and 
E.  Young  Jackson.  Stephen  S.  Collett,  then 
joined  his  brother,  Josephus  Collett,  in  organiz¬ 
ing  and  building  the  Evansville,  Terre  Haute 
and  Chicago  railroad.  Josephus  becoming  pre¬ 
sident,  and  Stephen  becoming  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  railroad,  which  places  they  held 
for  several  years  under  successful  management 
until  the  road  was  leased  to  the  Chicago  and 
Eastern  Illinois  railroad.  Mr.  Collett  estab¬ 
lished  the  First  National  Bank  at  Newport,  be¬ 
ing  the  first  bank  in  Vermillion  county,  in  which 
he  was  a  substantial  stockholder,  becoming  its 
Cashier.  The  stockholders  elected  the  follow¬ 
ing  as  directors  to  serve  the  first  year :  Josephus 
Collett,  John  Collett,  Abel  Sexton,  Isaac  Porter, 
Dr.  Clarke  Leavitt,  and  R.  H.  Nixon.  In  1880, 
he  established  the  Collett  and  Company  Bank, 
Newport,  which  he  successfully  operated  until 

his  health  failed  about  three  vears  before  his 

•> 

death.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  Collett  Orphan  Home,  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  large  land  owner  in  the  county  of  Ver¬ 
million,  possessing  over  one  thousand  acres, 
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was  interested  in  coal-mining  at  Clinton,  Indi¬ 
ana,  and  was  also  a  substantial  stockholder  in 
the  Terre  Haute  Brewing  Company  and  Stand¬ 
ard  Wheel  Company. 

Mr.  Collett  married  Sarah  J.  Dunlap,  who 
was  born  August  15,  1841,  at  Newport  on  May 
:":29,  1861,  who  survived  him.  Born  to  them  were 
four  sons  and  one  daughter.  John,  born  March 
15,  1862;  Eva,  born  March  10,  1864;  Sam,  born 
October  25,  1868 ;  Ben,  born  August  25,  1873, 
died  June  1, 1880;  Fred,  born  November  7,  1875, 
all  of  whom  survived  him  except  the  one  son. 
Mr.  Collett  also  was  survived  by  three  sisters, 
Mrs.  Crawford  Fairbanks,  Mrs.  James  H.  Turn¬ 
er,  of  Terre  Haute,  and  Mrs.  Ellen  C.  Jones,  of 
Newport,  Indiana.  Also  by  four  nieces,  Mrs. 
Joshua  Jump,  Terre  Haute,  Indiana ;  Mrs. 
Charles  W.  Ward,  of  Newport,  Indiana;  Mrs. 
Willis  T.  May,  Pasadena,  California ;  Mrs.  A. 

B.  Coolidge,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  four 
nephews,  Henry  Campbell  and  Stephen  Collett 
Campbell,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana;  Josephus 

C.  Davis,  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  and  Dr.  Frank 
C.  Jones,  Frankfort,  Indiana,  and  four  grand¬ 
children,  Mrs.  Fletcher  Irwin  and  Stephen  Col¬ 
lett  Littlepage,  Charleston,  West  Virginia; 
John  P.  Collett,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  Miss 
Janet  T.  Collett,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

The  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Collett  was  held  by 
all  who  were  his  acquaintances  is  well  shown  in  * 
a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Hinkle,  of  Hartford, 
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State  of  Washington,  to  the  Hoosier  State,  a 
county  paper  published  at  Newport,  Indiana, 
•  in  which  is  stated:  “I  see  in  the  Hoosier  State 
that  mv  old  friend  and  landlord,  and  the  best 
adviser  I  ever  had  is  dead,  *  *  *  I  thought  al¬ 
most  as  much  of  that  dear  old  soul  as  of  mv 

* 

father,  for  he  was  a  true  friend  to  me.  I  shall 
never  forget  the  advise  he  gave  me.”  Mr.  Col¬ 
lett’s  devotion  to  a  large  family  while  restrict¬ 
ing  his  business  opportunities  to  a  locality,  af¬ 
forded  him  great  pleasure  and  contentment, 
probably  living  the  more  honorable  life  in  the 
eves  of  God  and  man,  than  the  lives  lived  bv  his 

W  7  4 

lonely  bachelor  brothers.  Every  person  in  the 
county  knew  and  was  the  personal  friend  of 
Mr.  Collett,  well  attested  by  the  attendance  at 
his  funeral  bv  all  classes  of  citizens  from  all 

•r 

walks  of  life.  Plutarch  said,  “It  is  indeed  a  de¬ 
sirable  thing  to  be  well  descended,  but  the  glory 
belongs  to  our  ancestors.”  Edmond  Burke, 
eighteenth  century  English  statesman  said, 
“Those  who  do  not  look  forward  to  posterity,  do 
not  look  back  upon  their  ancestors.”  Suum 
cuique  decus  posteritas  rependit. 


1568156 
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EARLIEST  MOVEMENT  TOWARDS  EDU¬ 
CATION  IN  AMERICAN  COLONIES 

Proceedings  were  had  in  London,  England, 
for  the  formation  of  a  company  in  1606,  for  the 
purpose  of  educating  the  infidels-Indians-in 
Virginia,  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  Nicholas  Fer- 
rar,  Sr.,  and  others.  Following  this  was  the 
formation  of  the  Virginia  Company,  of  London, 
England,  in  1619,  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh ;  Nich¬ 
olas  Ferrar,  merchant  and  foreign  trader;  Sir 
John  Collett,  his  son-in-law,  merchant;  Sir 
Thomas  Collett,  son  of  John,  graduate  Middle 
Temple,  College  of  Law,  London;  Sir  Edwin 
Sandys;  John  Ferrar;  Nicholas  Ferrar,  Jr.; 
Edward  Collingwood;  Lord  Dorset;  sir  John 
Lyell;  Henry  Mannering;  John  Bargrave;  and 
others,  to  which  a  large  land-grant  was  made 
by  the  Crown  of  England,  in  the  Virginia  Col¬ 
ony,  America.  The  Virginia  Company,  in  the 
same  year  formed  a  “seminary  of  learning, ”  or 
Henrico  College,  in  the  Virginia  Colony  setting 
over  a  substantial  land-grant  in  support  of  the 
“institution  of  learning/ y  or  Henrico  College. 
Nicholas  Ferrar,  Sr.,  provided  in  his  will,  pro¬ 
bated  April  4,  1620,  for  three  hundred  English 
pounds  to  go  to  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  and  John 
Ferrar,  as  trustees,  proceeds  to  be  used  for 
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benefit  of  student  of  Henrico  College.  Upon 
revocation  of  the  Virginia  Company  Charter 
by  the  English  Crown  in  1624,  the  land-grant  to 
Henrico  College  in  Virginia,  in  a  few  years, 
became  void,  and  William  and  Mary  College  be¬ 
came  a  successor  about  1691. 

---{Abstract  proceedings  Virginia  Company,  of 
London,  England,  1619  to  1624,  Congressional 
Records,  Washington,  D.  C.,  by  Conway  Robin¬ 
son.) 

William  and  Mary  College,  located  at  Wil¬ 
liamsburg,  Virginia,  chartered  in  1693,  thus 
being  the  second  oldest  college  in  the  U.  S.  A. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  found  a  college,  “sem¬ 
inary  of  learning”  in  Virginia,  known  as  Hen¬ 
rico  College,  as  early  as  1619,  when  a  grant  of 
land  was  made  by  the  Virginia  Company.  The 
revocation  of  the  Virginia  Company  Charter, 
by  the  English  Crown,  disturbed  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  Henrico  College,  although  Nicholas  Fer- 
rar.  Sr.,  in  his  will  probated  April  4,  1620,  pro¬ 
vided  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  and  his  eldest  son, 
John  Ferrar,  be  made  trustees  for  a  bequest  of 
three  hundred  pounds,  to  be  used  to  provide 
students  expenses  at  Henrico  College,  to  which 
William  and  Mary  College  had  become  a  suc¬ 
cessor.  Not  until  1660,  did  the  Virginia  as¬ 
sembly  vote  a  grant  of  land  for  the  college,  but 
disturbed  conditions  in  England  at  that  time 
prevented  progress  until  1691,  when  Rev.  James 
Blair,  was  sent  to  England  and  obtained  a  char- 
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ter  from  the  Crown,  February,  8,  1693.  Cer¬ 
tain  lands,  a  duty  on  tobacco,  and  other  funds 
were  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  college. 
During  the  Revolutionarv  "War  the  college  lost 
a  large  part  of  its  endowment,  the  buildings 
were  occupied  by  British,  American  and  French 
‘"•  troops.  After  the  Revolution  the  college  was 
reorganized  and  received  a  grant  of  land  from 
the  Virginia  legislature.  George  'Washington 
served  as  Chancellor  from  1788  to  1799.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  Civil  War  the  college  was  closed.  It 
was  occupied  by  Federal  troops  and  most  of  its 
buildings  and  property  destroyed.  In  1869  the 
main  building  was  restored,  and  the  college 
again  opened,  but  under  most  serious  embaras- 
ment,  so  serious  did  the  financial  difficulties 
become  that  its  sessions  were  suspended  in  1882 
until  1888,  when  the  State  Legislature,  appro¬ 
priated  $10,000.00  a  year  gradually  increasing 
to  $50,000.00  in  1893.  The  college  received  $61,- 
000.00  from  Congress  as  indemnity  for  loss  suf¬ 
fered  during  the  Civil  War. 

The  college  has  always  given  history  and 
political  science  a  recognized  place  in  its  cur¬ 
riculum,  and  was  the  first  American  institution 

to  establish  chairs  of  law  and  historv.  Partiallv 

«  *  * 

for  that  reason,  its  influence  has  always  been 
felt  in  State  and  National  historv.  It  numbers 
among  its  graduates  some  of  the  leading  men 
of  the  nation,  including  Chief  Justice  Marshall, 
Edmond  Randolph  and  General  Scott.  The  col- 
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lege  also  graduated  three  presidents,  Jefferson, 

Monroe  and  Tyler.  The  college  was  also  the 

first  to  introduce  the  elective  system  under  Jef- 

* 

ferson  in  1779.  The  college  was  also  the  first 
to  try  the  honor  system,  and  a  remarkable  de¬ 
gree  of  freedom  was  permitted  the  students  in 
the.  lecture  room  and  on  examinations.  Young 
women  were  admitted  upon  equal  terms  with 
young  men  for  the  first  time,  in  September,  1918. 
The  campus  contains  the  old  buildings  in  front 
and  the  new  buildings  about  a  quadrangle  ad¬ 
joining.  In  the  center  of  the  oldest  group  is 
the  main  college  structure.  Though  it  has  pass¬ 
ed  through  three  fires,  the  walls  are  the  same 
as  were  originally  put  up.  Student  enrollment 
is  about  1,509  men  and  women.  (The  American 
Encyclopedia.) 

For  several  years  I  have  corresponded  with 
Mr.  Henry  Collett,  4,  St.  Ann’s  Villas,  Holland 
Park,  London,  W.  11.,  England,  who  has  been 
able  to  fully  advise  me  as  to  our  English  ences- 
tral  family,  he  being  well  informed  upon  the 
Ferrar-Collett  genealogy  from  the  beginning 
of  the  English  History.  In  a  late  letter  he  ad¬ 
vises  he  has  his  MSS.,  of  the  English,  and 
American  branches;  with  the  indexing  of  news 
clippings,  listings  of  photographs,  several 
diaries  of  the  ancient  members,  together  with 
fifteen  books  had  upon  the  Ferrar-Collett  gen¬ 
ealogy,  have  all  been  set  out  in  his  will  to  go  to 
the  Genealogical  Department,  Clare  College 

{39} 


’ 


Library,  Cambridge  University,  England,  for 
use  of  posterity. 

The  following  listed  photographs  were  sent 
me  by  Mr.  Henrv  Collett,  of  London. 

1620  to  1627,  Cornelius  Janssens,  a  portrait 
pointer,  painted  portraits  of  Nicholas  and  Mary 
Woodnoth  Ferrar,  the  elder  of  London,  and  of 
Nicholas  Ferrar,  Jr.,  of  Little  Gidding,  Hunt¬ 
ingdonshire,  all  of  which,  portraits  are  hung, 
and  to  be  seen,  in  the  Magdalene  College  Lodge, 
Cambridge  University.  I  have  photographs  of 
the  oil  portraits  of  Nicholas  Ferrar,  Jr.,  and 
his  mother,  Mary  Woodnoth  Ferrar. 

I  also,  have  a  photograph  of  the  oil  portraits, 
painted  by  Janssens,  of  John  Ferrar.  The  orig¬ 
inal  portrait  is  in  the  possession  of  Lord  and 
Lady  Lyell,  London,  England,  descendants  of 
the  Ferrar  *s.  John  Ferrar  died  in  1657,  at 
Little  Gidding,  England. 

Also  have  a  photograph  of  the  oil  portrait  of 
Mrs.  Susanna  Ferrar  Collett,  painted  by  Jans¬ 
sens.  She  was  born  1581  died  1657,  was  the 
mother  of  John,  James,  and  Richard  Collett, 
who  came  as  members  of  The  Virginia  Company 
to  the  Colonies  in  1650,  and  later  settled  at  Bal¬ 
timore,  Maryland.  The  original  portrait  of 
Susanna  is  in  possession  of  Lord  and  Lady 
Lyell,  London,  England. 

Also  have  a  photograph  of  the  Monument  in 
the  parish  church  of  St.  Martin,  Chelsfield, 
Kent,  England,  to  Peter  Collett,  containing 
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kneeling  effigies  of  himself,  his  wife,  and  their 
two  daughters.  Peter  was  an  Alderman  of  the 
City  of  London,  died  December  21,  1607,  he  was 
an  uncle  of  John  Collett,  who  married  Susanna 
Ferrar.  (See  ‘History  of  the  Collett  Family ’ 
vol.  1.  in  British  Museum  Librarv.) 

V-  Also  have  photograph  of  the  Tomb  in  St.  Dun- 
stan’s  Church,  Stelney,  London,  of* Sir  Henry 
Collett,  Knight,  who  died  in  1505.  A  wealthy 
merchant,  twice  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  (1486 
and  again  in  1495)  he  was  the  father  of  the  Rev. 
John  Colet  (French  Spelling  of  name)  Dean  of 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  Sir  Henry’s  name  in  his 
will  is  spelled  both  ‘Colet’  and  ‘Collett.’  The 
Collett  coat-of-arms,  granted  to  Sir  Henry  in 
1486,  are  to  be  seen  in  Little  Gidding  Church, 
on  the  tomb  of  Peter  Collett  at  Chelsfield,  Kent. 
The  tomb,  still  existing,  is  on  the  north  side  of 
the  chancel  of  St.  Dunstan’s  Church. 

Also  have  photograph  of  Tomb  in  old  St. 
Paul’s  Cathedral  of  Dr.  John  Colet,  (Collett) 
Dean  of  St.  Paul’s  and  founder  of  St.  Paul’s 
School  for  Bovs.  He  was  born  1467,  died  1519. 

V  7 

This  photograph  is  from  an  engraving  in 
‘Knight’s  Life  of  Dr.  John  Colet’. 

Also  have  a  photograph  of  Eben  John  Collett, 
of  London,  a  great-great-uncle  of  Mr.  Henry 
Collett,  my  London  correspondent,  who  was  a 
member  of  Parliment  for  thirty  years,  also  had 
two  sons  who  were  members  of  Parliment. 

Also  have  photographs  of  Little  Gidding 
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Church,  both  interior  and  exterior,  and  the 
graves  of  John  and  Susanna  Ferrar  Collett, 
buried  at  Little  Gidding,  Huntingdonshire, 
England. 

Cornelius  Janssens*,  portrait  painter,  called 
Jenssens  van  Keulin,  was  born  at  Amsterdam, 
'Holland,  in  1593.  He  already  reached  consider¬ 
able  celebrity  in  his  own  country,  when  he  visit¬ 
ed  England  in  1618.  He  met  with  very  flat¬ 
tering  encouragement  and  painted  portraits  of 
Kings  and  of  prominent  people  until  1648,  when 
he  returned  to  Amsterdam  where  he  died. 

Cornelius  Janssens  who  painted  the  portraits 
of  the  Ferrars  and  Colletts  of  England,  1620  to 
1637,  was  a  son  of  Victor  Janssens,  a  scenic 
painter  of  Amsterdam,  Holland,  and  a  brother 
to  the  wife  of  Gaspard  de  Rapalje.  Gaspard  de 
Rapalje,  Huguenot  of  Normandy  France,  born 
at  Chatillon  Sur  Loire  in  1505,  fled  to  Amster¬ 
dam,  Holland  upon  the  enforcement  of  the  edict 
against  the  Protestants  by  King  Henry  II, 
where  he  married  the  daughter  of  Victor  Jans¬ 
sens.  Lucretia  de  Rapalje  (Rappleye)  a  direct 
descendant  of  Gaspard  de  Rapalje  and  wife, 
born  New  Bruswick,  New  Jersey,  1777,  was 
married  to  John  Groenendyke,  March  30,  1797, 
at  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  their  daughter, 
Sarah  Groenendyke,  born  July  6,  1804,  married 
Stephen  S.  Collett,  at  Terre  Haute,  Indiana, 

•  ‘Bryan’s  Dictionary  of  Painters  and  Engravers,  Vol.  3, 
edited  by  George  C.  Williamson,  Litt.  D.,  page  107. 
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November  8,  1821.  (Genealogy  John  Collett, 
page  64  to  80,  gives  complete  line  of  descent  of 
the  Rapalje’s.) 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  in  this  short  space 
the  biography  of  each  member  of  onr  ancient 
ancestors  but,  wish  to  note  for  information, 
--that  they  were  the  graduates  of  the  several 
Colleges  of  Cambridge  University,  England. 
To  illustrate,  Rev.  Ferrar  Collett,  graduate  of 
Peterhouse  College,  John  Collett,  who  came  to 
America,  1650,  graduate  of  Clare  College, 
Richard  Collett  and  James  Collett,  who  came  to 
America,  1650,  both  graduates  of  Middle  Tem¬ 
ple,  College  Law,  London,  England  and  so  on 
down  the  line. 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  know  that  I  have 
been  able  to  acquire  several  out-of-print  books, 
in  England,  that  were  not  to  be  had  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  covering  the  family  history  from  the  origin 
of  English  history,  as  follows : 

“ Little  Gidding,  and  Its  Founder,”  edited 
bv  Henrv  Collett,  this  book  has  also  his  address 
delivered  upon  the  three  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  Little  Gidding,  also,  Biogra¬ 
phical  notes  of  Nicholas  Ferrar,  Sr.,  of  London, 
Nicholas  Ferrar,  Jr.,  Little  Gidding,  his  brother, 
John  Ferrar,  John  Collett  and  his  wife  Susanna 
Ferrar  Collett,  Thomas  Collett,  the  oldest  son, 
Mary  and  Ann  Collett,  daughters,  and  several 
others. 

.  From  Marks  &  Company,  84,  Charing  Cross 
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Road,  London,  W.  C.  2.,  I  was  able  to  obtain  a 
second-hand  copy  of  “The  Oxford  Reformers,’ ’ 
“John  Colet,  Desederius  Erasmus,  Sir  Thomas 
More,’’  edited  by  Frederick  Seebolim,  London. 
These  three  men  brought  about  “The  Reforma¬ 
tion”  in  England,  under  King  Henry  VIII, 
-.which  brought  about  the  Church  of  England,  or 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  today.  Dr.  Colet,  for 
his  activities  in  the  Catholic  Church  Reform,  as 
Dean  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  was  charged  with 
heresy  in  1512,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
became  Dean  Colet ’s  protector  and  advocate, 
instead  of  his  judge,  and  Colet  was  acquitted 
of  heresy.  The  life  of  Colet,  1467  to  1519,  is  a 
most  remarkable  one.  Erasmus  upon  hearing 
of  the  Dean’s  death  wrote,  “What  a  man  hrs 
England  and  what  a  friend  have  I  lost,  it  ap¬ 
pears  only  half  of  me  were  alive,  Colet  being 
dead.”  Erasmus  was  of  Rotterdam,  Sir 
Thomas  More,  of  London,  England.  In  1512 
Colet  founded  and  endowed  St.  Paul’s  School 
for  Bovs  which  is  extant  todav. 

From  the  same  store,  I  was  also  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  second-hand  copy  of  “The  Story  Books 
of  Little  Gidding,”  edited  by  Miss  E.  Cruwvs 
Sharland,  that  bears  an  abstract  of  the  Ferrar 
and  Collett  families  of  1600  to  1632.  The  last 
letter  I  received  from  her  was  written  long-hand 
from  her  home  at  88  Celia  Road,  Tufnell  Park, 
London,  X.  19.,  England,  January  5,  1931,  in 
which  she  advised  she  was  eighty  years  of  age 
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and  not  well.  She  passed  away  a  short  time 
later. 

From  W.  Heffer  &  Sons  Ltd.,  Petty  Curry, 
Cambridge,  England,  I  was  able  to  obtain  a  sec¬ 
ond-hand  copy  of  “Nicholas  Ferrar,  His  House¬ 
hold  and  His  Friends,”  edited  by  T.  T.  Carter, 
:~M.  A.  Oxford,  England.  The  Rev.  Carter’s 
mother  was  a  Collett.  This  book  is  most  inter¬ 
esting  in  that  he  is  able  to  go  into  the  details  of 
the  family  life  more  extensively  than  most  other 
writers,  his  book  also  contains  many  letters 
written  by  John  Collett,  his  wife,  Susanna  Fer¬ 
rar  Collett,  and  other  members  of  the  Collett 
family,  1625  to  1650. 

From  the  same  store,  I  was  able  to  obtain  a 
second-hand  copy  of  “Cambridge  In  The  Seven¬ 
teenth  Century,”  or  “The  Two  Lives  Of  Nich¬ 
olas  Ferrar,”  by  his  brother,  John  Ferrar  and 
Dr.  Jebb,  edited  by  J.  E.  B.  Mayor,  M.  A.  This 
book  is  the  prize  of  them  all.  In  addition  to  the 
Ferrar  family,  it  also  covers  the  Collett  family 
more  fully  .than  others,  to  illustrate  it  gives 
153  letters  written  by  Susanna  Ferrar  Collett, 
as  well  as  letters  written  by  other  of  the  Colletts. 

1934  Sir  Knight  Charles  Collett  was  Lord 
Mayor  of  London.  Mr.  Montague  Collett  Nor¬ 
man,  the  present  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  mother  was  a  Collett. 

In  our  genealogy  work  we  met  with  many 
erratums  to  contend  with,  found:  Via  trita  est 
tutissima,  using  only  such,  as  data,  as  stood  the 
test  of  thorough  investigations. 

John  D.  Collett 
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